New Plymouth City Council Meeting
MONDAY
20 April 2015
Immediately Following Public Hearing
New Plymouth City Council Chambers (Library)
On the 20th of April, 2015, the New Plymouth city council meeting was called to order at approximately
7:03 pm by Mayor Joe Cook. Roll call was taken with council members Warnke, Mayer, York and Kurth
in attendance.
Staff members in attendance were Danielle Painter, Beau Ziemer, Gina Christensen and Andy Gerhke.
Regular Agenda – Councilman Mayer moved to approve regular agenda. Councilman York
seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.
Consent Agenda – The consent agenda included 06 April 2015 Council Meeting Minutes, Sheriff’s Report,
Public Works Report and Claim Approvals totaling $95,466.20. Councilman Mayer moved to approve
consent agenda. Councilman Kurth seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of
the motion.

Old Business
None

New Business
Increase Re-connect Fees & Late Fees – Council discussed the drawbacks and merits of a re-connect &
late fee increase for the city and its residents. Concern was expressed by Councilman York of creating a
hardship for those already behind on their bill. A possible graduated fee schedule for repeat offenders
was then briefly discussed. City Clerk Painter and Deputy Clerk Christensen commented on the dramatic
decrease in monthly shut-offs due to the fee increase and reiterated the re-payment options available to
those truly in financial need. City Clerk Painter also mentioned that the increased fees were comparable
to many similarly sized cities in the state. Councilman Warnke stated that he felt that a penalty for nonpayment was appropriate and necessary. Councilman Mayer stated that the payment agreement offered
by the city enabled residents behind on their bill to avoid being shut-off and having to pay the reconnect
fee if they made the effort to communicate with city hall before shut-offs were done. Councilman York
then commented that keeping the city accounts current also reflected in approvals of grants the city may
apply for.
Councilman Mayer moved to approve the ordinance increasing re-connect fees & late fees as
presented. Councilman Warnke seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the
motion.
Beth Earles to discuss the City’s disregard for city code and state statutes; and the Pleasant Loop
Subdivision – Ms. Earles read a prepared statement to the council, as follows:

Kiwanis Park Discussion – Public Works Superintendent Ziemer informed the council that a small piece of
property adjoining Kiwanis Park was being offered to the city by its current owner. He stated that the city
had been maintaining the property for several years as part of the park and the owner now wanted to
donate it to the city. The owner’s only request was some type of monument or memorial be provided by
the city and placed on the property to honor his late father. Public Works Superintendent Ziemer
commented that he had received authorization from the city attorney to accept the arrangement. After
some discussion, it was proposed that a stone bench would make a useful, fitting memorial and the
council instructed him to proceed with the plan.

Ordinances and Resolutions
Ordinance 344 – Increase Re-connect Fee and Late Fee Councilman Mayer moved to approve Ordinance #344 by title only, suspending all further
readings. Councilman Warnke seconded the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the
motion.

Public Comments
Beth Earles stated that she felt that the council was confusing fees & fines and she would be asking for
an account of fees collected by the city.

Mayor and Council Comments
Councilman York urged all to educate children on the dangers of irrigation canals to prevent any more
accidental drownings. Councilman Mayer reminded all to be aware of children outside playing in or near
the streets now that the weather is improving.

Adjournment
Councilman Mayer moved to adjourn the council meeting. The motion was seconded by
Councilman Kurth. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:34 pm.

____________________________
Joe Cook, Mayor

______________________________
Gina Christensen, Deputy Clerk

