
City of New Plymouth 

Planning and Zoning Commission 

PUBLIC HEARING 

7:00 pm 

25 April 2016 

 

The New Plymouth Planning and Zoning Commission held a Public Hearing at the New 

Plymouth City Hall on 25 April 2016 at 7:04 pm. Roll call was taken.  Chairman Allen was 

present as well as commission members King, Tegethoff, and Balcer in attendance. 

Commissioner LaCrone and Brown were not in attendance.  Staff members Danielle Painter, 

secretary of the commission, and Alishia Elliott, deputy clerk for the city of New Plymouth, were 

also present.  

 

Guests included were Rosette Treat, Hank Treat, Sherri Abney, Gary Rice, Sara Jackson, Bonnie 

Bonfiglio, Gustavo Solis, Chase and Shelly Abston.  

 

Chase and Shelly Abston – 124 SW Blvd – Variance  

Owner, Shelly Abston, presented her variance application to the commissioners and gave some 

history and background of the property. Mrs. Abston is requesting a variance due to her house 

not meeting setbacks on the north side. The Abston family is remodeling the inside of their 

garage to make it into a kitchen area and updating the living quarters above the preexisting 

garage. 

Public Testimony 

None  

Written Testimony 

None  

Commissioner Tegethoff moved to close the hearing for 124 SW Blvd. Commissioner King 

second the motion. The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.  

 

Sara Jackson – 209 W Park – Variance  

Owner, Sara Jackson, presented her variance application to the commission and gave her reason 

for applying for a variance. After applying for a building permit and having it approved, a year 

later Mrs. Jackson was notified that her garage that was a carport is non-conforming. Mrs. 

Jackson stated that she did not include the drawing of the carport on her building permit because 

she was not changing the foot print of it. City Clerk, Danielle Painter, stated “The building 

permit was not filled out accurately.” Mrs. Jackson felt at the time of submitting the building 

permit she did not need to put the carport on the permit because they weren’t changing it. Mrs. 

Jackson was advised by the Planning and Zoning Commission to apply for a variance. The 

variance application is for both the garage, which is on property line, and shed, that is 5 feet off 

the property line in the back yard. Commissioner Tegethoff asked Mrs. Jackson “why didn’t you 

get a permit to do the work on the carport?” Mrs. Jackson replied “because I wasn’t changing the 

carport or anything”, she stated she was only maintaining the carport and didn’t change the use. 

Mrs. Jackson also informed the commission that the building inspector was out inspecting the 

addition and never said anything about the carport. City Clerk, Danielle Painter, stated “He, 

building inspector, is not here anymore so it is hit and miss with that.”  

 



Public Testimony 

Gary Rice – 208 W Blvd  

Mr. Rice is in favor of the variance that Mrs. Jackson is applying for. Mr. Rice also stated that 

Mrs. Jackson has improved the property and neighborhood.  

Sherri Abney – 300 W Maple  

Mrs. Abney is in favor of the variance that Mrs. Jackson is applying for. She informed the 

commission that what Mrs. Jackson has done to her property has improved the neighborhood 

drastically. Mrs. Abney asked that the commission and city look over this “small issue.”  

Hank Treat – 213 W Park  

Mr. Treat is in favor of the variance that Mrs. Jackson is applying for. Mr. Treat also informed 

the council that he plans on updating his carport as well. Mr. Treat believes that what Mrs. 

Jackson has done has improved the property and neighborhood.   

Rodney Precht – 212 W Park  

 Mr. Precht is in favor of the variance that Mrs. Jackson is applying for. Mr. Precht stated that 

people are afraid to make changes to their house because of the process. Mr. Precht also informed 

the commission that he will be applying for a variance here shortly, before he applies for a 

building permit.  

Rosette Treat – 213 W Park 

Mrs. Treat is in favor of the variance that Mrs. Jackson is applying for. Mrs. Treat asked the 

commission to read article number six in the non-conforming ordinance. Mrs. Treat stated that 

the article states that the carport is grandfathered in and is conforming.  

Shelly Abston – 124 SW Blvd  

Mrs. Abston stated “We love New Plymouth” and she feels that Mrs. Jackson’s heart was in the 

right place when she remodeled her home.  

 

Written Testimony –  

Randy Frates  

“I am writing in response to the variance for Sara Jackson for property located at 209 W Park. I 

am not opposed to her request. I have property at 317 W Maple.” 

 

Closing Comments –  

Sara Jackson – 209 W Park  

Mrs. Jackson thanked everybody for their support and attendance tonight. Sara Jackson stated she 

did not know she needed to apply for a building permit for the carport. Mrs. Jackson informed 

the commission that if she knew when she first applied she would have applied for a building 

permit for the carport.  

 

Commissioner Balcer moved to adjourn the Public Hearing, seconded by Commissioner 

Tegethoff.  The voting was unanimous in favor of the motion.   

 

The Public Hearing adjourned at 7:30 pm.   

 

 

 

________________________________  ______________________________ 

Teresa Allen, Chairman    Alishia Elliott, Deputy Clerk   


